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. HA TS ELI. 
Cl. Dom. Com. 


1 KINGS, Cap. vu, Ver. 59. 


"Tet theſe my words, wherewith I have made fi pliers 1 
fore the Lord, be nigh unto the Lord our God day and night, 
that he maintain the cauſe of his ſervant, and the cauſe of 
bis people Has! at all met, as the matter ſhall require. 


5 HI 8 is part of the concluſion of the prayer delivered . 
1 by Sorouox, at his dedication of the Temple he had 
built. The Jewiſh was diſtinguiſhed from all other Religions, 
then believed and practiſed in the world, chiefly by the pro- 
feſſion of the Unity and Providence of God, as its fundamen- 
tal Doctrines. This appears from many paſſages of the Old 
Teſtament, as well as from the apology made for his nation, 
by their moſt faithful hiſtorian Josgrynus. The truths, which 
reſulted from, or preſuppoſed thofe Doctrines, directed the 
meaſures of the State, and the lives of Individuals, till both 
Prince and People apoſtatiſed to Idolatry. 


King SOLOMON, at this 8 fully poſſeſſed with the Idea, 
which ſo wiſe a man, in his beſt days, could not fail to enter- 
A * tain, 
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tain, of the Providence, the Omnipreſence, the Power, the 
Juſtice, and the Mercy of God, takes a comprehenſive view of 
the various Caſes and Exigencies, in which the ſuccour of ; 
Heaven might, at any remote period, become particularly WES = 
deſirable to his Subjects, and anticipates the Prayers, which 
they would be impelled by their FRETS. at ſuch times to 
cffer. 


" When thy people Iſrael are ſmitten down 1 the Enemy, 
« hecauſe they have ſinned againſt thee ; — when Heaven 
« js ſhut up, and there is no Rain, Veczult they have ſinned 
= againſt thee; — if there be in the land Famine ; if there 
be Peſtilence; Tf their Enemy beſiege them in the land of 

« their cities; whatſoever Plague, whatſoever Sickneſs there 

be; what prayer and ſupplication ſoe ver be made by any 

« man, or by all thy people Iſrael, which ſhall know every 

„ man the plague of his own heart; — then hear thou in 
„ Heaven their prayer and ſupplication.“ — And after 
reciting theſe and other poſſible caſes, he ſums them up in my g 
text, by imploring the protection and favour of God, in ** main- 
<4 taining, at all times, the Cauſe of himſelf and his people;” “ 

which Cauſes, though ſeparately mentioned, he appears, like * 
true F ather of his People, to conſider as One. 


Our preſent Solemnity 18 funded in the ſame principle, of 
the dependence of Nations, as well as Individuals, upon the 
Providence of God. It is a Chriſtian, no leſs than a Jewiſh, 
doctrine. It deſcended from Heaven along with the Moſaic 
ann, but leſt it ſhould be underſtood, as peculiarly 
7 belangiog 


1 
belonging to the Jewiſh Thesefdty, it was confirmed and am- 
plified by the bleſſed Founder of our Religion, who never fpake 
more clearly as one having Authority, than when he declared, 
that every the moſt minute part of nature, animal or vegetable, 
and conſequently all human affairs, are under the divine Di- 
rection and Providence. 8 5 


As religious Doctrines are too apt to be more or leſs attended 
to, in proportion as they are more or leſs immediately intereſt= 
ing, this Doctrine can hardly fail to attract our attention, at 
the preſent time. Our late public peace and proſperity were 
evidently not the Produce of our own independent Power, If 
they had been ſo, we ſhould not have laboured under the pre- a 
ſent ſuſpenſion of them. The ſame Power of our own, that 
made us peaceable and happy. would certainly have continued: 


us ſo, as Peace and Happineſs are, at all times, the moſt deſir- 
| able ſtate of things. 


We are 1 in War, 3 under the moſt favourable: 

_ circumſtances, is by no means an eligible ſtate. As it implies. 
expence of Blood and Treaſure, interruption of Commerce, 
alienation of the minds of men from the amiable Attachments, . 
the uſeful Employments, and innocent Pleaſures of life, to 
authoriſed Violence, Rapine, and Slaughter, it is generally 
an extenſive and a grievous Calamity, even when it is victori- 


ous; and it is known to be always pregnant with every human: 
Miſery t to the e 


If. 
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If theſe Evils of War in general are ſafficient, to impreſs the 
minds of a people involved in it, with a lively ſenſe of their 
dependence upon God, the ſame ſenſe ſhould be impreſſed 
more deeply upon us, under the heavy judgment of a ne- 
ceſſary war, in which the moſt ſignal and meritorious victory. 
on our ſide, is embittered by the very thing eſſential to vie- 
tory, the loſſes ſuſtained 2 the other. 


The greateſt empires have had their fall Some of them 
have diſappeared ſo totally, that no more than their names 
and their hiſtory remain; and, in the caſe of moſt of them, 
zateſtine diviſions have brought on their diſſolution. The 
BRITISH empire has ſuſtained a ſhock, which, though it will 
not, we truſt, affect us vitally, is convulſive to the beſt con- 
ſtituted body politic. « The hands and the feet have ſaid to 
00 the head, we have no need of thee.” 


Our fellow-ſubjeQs, in a diſtant part of the empire, have 
exchanged Peace and Order for Anarchy; orif, in wander- 
ing out of the paths of Peace, they have alighted upon ſome 
faint ſemblance of Government, it appears, in its immediate 
effects at leaſt, to be a moſt miſerable refuge. As if coolly 
determined to conſummate this ruin, they have renounced 
the Allegiance due to the Britiſh Crown, the natural and 
equitable as well as legal return, for a protection, from which 
in great meaſure they derive the ſtrength they are now con- 
ſuming in vain attempts of Independency; and to accumulate 
evils upon us, as well as themſelves, they have provoked the 
application of a naval and military force, ſo valuable for their 
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defence as well as outs, to the purpoſe of reſtoring them to a 


ſenſe of their Intereſt and Duty. 


L enter not into their pretences. Diſcuſſions of that fort, if 
they were ſuited to this place, are now become unneceſſary. 
Nor will it be of uſe to charge them with all the circumſtances 
of their guilt. This is not a day of ſtrife and debate. We are 
met, ſeriouſly to look every man into his own heart, and, in 
lamenting the condition of his country before God, to con- 
ſider, how far he himſelf has contributed to the Evils he la- 
ments, 4 3 


But the Preacher, in apptying religious truth to civil tranſ- 
aclions, cannot entirely overlook the principal Facts he re- 
ceives from public authority and obvious appearances. Both 

theſe concur, in the preſent caſe, in fupplying him with the 

unhappy reflexion, whrich it would be falſe candour to diſlem- 
ble, that many of our fellow-ſubjects in AMERica have 
brought the Miſchiefs of War upon themſelves and us, by 
taking up arms againſt a legal Authority, legally exerciſed. 


No man, who breathes the air of this country, and feels the 
benefit of it, would abruptly, or too ſeverely, cenſure any 
_ exerciſe of Liberty. There was a time, when. lawful Reſiſt- 
2nce was treated as a contradiction in terms. Thanks to ſome 
great Names, who have ſpeculated upan the Rights of Man- 
kind, and to ſome greater Worthies, who have ſtruggled for 
them, we have diſcovered, that Reſiſtance may not only be: 
neceſſary, but that it may be lawful, that it may even be 
= meritorious. 
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meritorious. I need not add, that the Diſcovery has produced 
.and ſecured to us the Happineſs, religious and civil, we enjoy. 


But Reſiſtance to a legal Authority, exerciſing none but 
legal powers, for the attainment of legal purpoſes, is not one 
of the Privileges contended for in the laſt Century; and no 

| ſyſtem of religion and morals, no principles of civil Society, 

will countenance it. We might appeal to the hearts of our 


American fellow-ſubjects, if their hearts were cool enough to 


admit the appeal, by what name to deſcribe Reſiſtance to an 
authority, ſo conſtituted, and ſo exerted. 


But, evident as it 1 that they are ** in REBELLION, 
it is a further melancholy confideration before us, that the in- 
ſtruments of War cannot, in ſuppreſſing ſo dangerous an Evil, 
diſtinguiſh the different degrees of Guilt in the hearts of thoſe 
who commit it; for we may preſume, without a detail of 
facts, that very few of them in compariſon act upon the deli- 
berate Judgment of their own minds. 


Men in the inferior parts of life are ſeldom capable of deep 
political deſigns, of bold and remote ſchemes for Empire, to 
be conducted by the ſacrifice of private tranquillity, the loſs of 
property, and the hazard of life. They are in ſuch caſes 
allured by the various Arts, with which ſuperior Underſtand- 
ings circumvent inferior. 


At a diſtance from the Seat of Government, they are eaſily 
miſinformed about public Perſons, Meaſures, and Events; and 
when 


when their minds are ſufficiently prepared by Miſrepreſentation, 
they are eaſily flattered with the notion of their having been 
born to be the Saviours of their Country, and are unfortunately 
captivated by it, without waiting for authentic intelligence, 
whether their country ſtands at that time in need of a political 


Saviour. Others, with underſtandings more callous to flattery, 


may be intimidated by inſinuations of the infamy of abſenting 


from the ſtandard, erected in a common cauſe; which is a lan- 


guage, generally addreſſed with effect to the moſt ingenuous | 


| diſintereſted. minds, 


N When by wigs of this kind they have been ſeduced into 
criminal conduct, and fo appear obnoxious to public vengeance, 
the truth is, that they are objects of commiſeration; neither 
knowing, what they do, nor wherefore they are met, nor to z 
what point their firſt commotions tend. 


In this ſtate of Ignorance, which, in all common ſenſe, ſhould | 
lead to Inaction, we have unhappily experienced, that bodies 
of men, numerous enough to agitate the whole Continent of 
NoRTH AMERICA, have been perſuaded or compelled, to de- 
ſert their families, and their proper employment, to give up 
their peace of mind, and to incur the hazard of falling victims 
to the wild and daring Turbulency of a few real Criminals. 


Among the various lights, in which ſuch an event will be 
conſidered at this diſtance, the moſt inſtructive is that, which, 
by exhibitin 8 the true Cauſe, fills us with religious awe, It 
| | B b is, 


Ty 


is, as the ſublime Prophet ſpeaks, © the a we the hand 
of the Lord of Hoſts, which he ſhaketh: over us.” 


; Thai will not dvd alter the nature. -& their @uite; but it 

will place our minds in the right poſture for Humiliation, and 

diſpoſe us at the ſame time to fympathiſe in their N the 
* of the Divine en * us all. 


I we ecnfider vii: as foduced to 40 ruin of Ar country 3 
as looking back with regret every man at his own home, at the 
Liberty and Affluence he enjoyed, before the preparations for 
War laid every thing about him waſte, and before his own part 

in it impoveriſhed his family, ſoured his. own temper with 

Anger, Hatred and Malice, and at laſt dejected his mind, with 

the ſevere Mortification of having inconſiderately relinquiſhed 

perhaps for ever, the ſolid Bleſſings of life; we cannot with. 
In difference, nor without many ſerious reflexions, behold a large 

number of Fellow- creatures, in Language and Blood our Coun- 

trymen, ſo ſelf- condemned, and afflicted under the mighty . 
Hand of God. | 


If the inſtruments of Guilt have ſo ſtrong : a Claim to our 
Compaſſion, what ſhall we ſay to the much harder lot of loyal 
Subjects, in that diſtracted Scene, whoſe ſufferings. are more 
intimately ours; who aggravate the Oppreſſions they undergo, 
buy maintaining a Character, which ſilently reproaches their 
Oppreſſors; who, without participating in the Guilt of it, have 
taſted the bitter Fruits of Rebellion, in being deprived, along 
with their Property, of the Bleffings of a happy free Govern= 
ment, 
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ment, and falling under a Tyranny, which, like all real Ty- 
rannies, it 18 at the ſame time meritorious and penal to reſiſt. 


Their fafferings have been too great and too various, to be 
Þ minutely remembered, on a day, which may be better employed . 
than in Accuſation. Many of them have had recourſe to their 
original Parent, the Britiſh Nation, for the poor Comfort of 
perſonal ſafety, whilſt the uncertain ſtate of their families and 
friends, the Ravage and Deſolation of their 5 are 24 58 
a moſt i in their thoughts. 


God knows, theſe are not in \ them the Horrors of a ea | 
Imagination; they are founded in many inſtances in hiſtory of 
the peculiar Animoſity of Civil Wars, in many Facts, tranſmit- 
ted from that ſeat of complicated Diſtreſs, and in the nolence 
always obſervable on the de, that is acting inst Reaſon. 


So far we ans Cots to lament the American Calamities, a. 
in many reſpects our own. If we turn to our Proſpect at home, 
it is not indeed ſo tragical at this time. The Evils of War are 

: hitherto leſs ſenſibly felt by us, and we form reaſonable hopes 
of the Iſſue of it, from the Succeſs with which it hath pleaſed 


God to proſper our military Efforts. But very little obſervation 
upon any ſimilar ſtate of things, will incline us to deprecate, 
moſt earneſtly, the Poſſible miſchiefs of a Civil War, however 


1755 diſtant. 


The Britiſh Forces have maintained their Honor, in acting a 
brave and loyal part. Happy as this is for their King and 
Country, and honourable as it is for themſelves, it doth not 

2 amuſe 
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a; our PRA ith thoſe Aattering idens of Glory and Nod 
queſt, which are apt to animate a more natural War. Our 
Succeſs, great as it has been, barely compenſates for the pain- 
ful Neceſſity of the War, and for. the Anxiety, which good 
Men, looking forward at the whole Extent of this Evil, bave 
. from the n chance of a Defeat. N e e 
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It is an * rather ay of us, with a juſt Cauſe 
in our hands, and ſuch Forces in our ſervice. But it is par- 
donable, to be over - ſolicitous for the Good we enjoy, and to 
be alarmed at the bare poſſibility of ſeeing the deſtructive Flame 
of Civil Diſcord communicated from ay part of the Globe, 
however remote. The Diſeaſes of men's Minds are more con- 
tagious at a diſtance, than thoſe of their Bodies; and if we had 
grounds to apprehend, that the ſame Contempt of Government 
and public tranquillity would pervade the reſt of the Briuſh 
* our r Caſe would be * indeed. 


But no Nptelent Appearances will juſtify fuch: an Apprehen- 
ſion. God be praiſed, we not only excel other nations in pub- 
lic Happineſs, but moſt of us feel our Pre-eminence too ſenſi- 
95 to be feduced, by any Arts, to relaquiſh it. 


52 


What grounds we have, to expedt the Continuance of it 
from the Protection of Heaven, is the important Queſtion of 
this day, add reſſed to every thoughtful man, who knows from 
Hiſtory and Experience, that national Sins are the Cauſes of 
national Calamities. Doubtleſs the ſame Cauſes operate in the 


2 Can 


Country which i 18 now the Theatre of War; but we need not 
croſs the ATLAN TIC for Sins, to account for e our ſhare 1 in the 
preſent Troubles. N AR „ i 


We are as ſinful a Nation, as a fruitful Land and a flouriſh- 
ing Commerce can make us. The natural effects of ſuch abun- 
dance as ours, let looſe upon the human heart, when it is un- 
7 neces by good — are, Pride and Senſuality. | 


Pride n before Deſruclion, and an 1 Spirit be- 
6 fore a Fall,“ in the caſe of Nations as well as Individuals. 
In America, it affects Independency of legal Government. 
Among us, it ſeems to aim at a yet more ruinous Independency 
of God 3 for woe 5 5 en out of _ divine Protection! Z 


| Senfuality vitiates our PORT whilſt it b our und- 
ſtandings. It is pernicious even to future generations, leading 
on to many inſtances of natural, and every branch of moral 


| Evil. 


It ſeems of no uſe to deſcend to Particulars, as every Man is 
ſuppoſed this day to examine himſelf, and ſee the Truth of his 
| Caſe more diſtinctly, than the beſt obſervations of others 
can lay it before him. Nor would it be of any uſe; on the 
contrary, it would be injurious, and might be miſchievous to our 
country, to exaggerate the national Guilt beyond the Truth. 


If we were all 2 nation of Libertines ; defying our God ; ; 
contemning the beſt. authoriſed principles of Religion ; vio- 
lating; 
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lating all the relative duties of life, without heſitation and 
without remorſe ; perfectly indifferent to public Good; ſacri- 
ficing our private Property to the vain and tormenting pur- 
ſuit of more, by the mere operation of Chance; deſtroying 
our health, and conſuming our time, in a diſſipation, which 
at beſt renders us abſolutely uſeleſs to the world; if this were 
„ Api the national Character, it would be > quite unwarrant- 
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But there as appearances, ſufficient to ſecure 
us from Deſpondency, and to moderate the zeal of general 
.declamation. 


Wealth and Plenty, bad as their effects in ſome reſpects are, 
have adminiſtered materials to the practice of Virtues, which 
characteriſe our Country. No nation appears to be ſo diſtin- 
guiſhed by acts of Humanity, Liberality, and genuine Chriſ- 
tian Charity; by noble inſtances of warm Friendſhip, of deli- 


cate Honour, in the beſt ſenſe of the word, and of unbounded 
Benevolence. | 


Nor hs ot tendencies to Diſſoluteneſs and Irreligion uni- 
verſal, at leaſt not in appearance ; whilſt the numbers are fo 
obſervably great, in moſt parts of the Kingdom, of men, 
who “ ſtudy to be quiet, and do their own buſineſs, in all 
« Godlineſs and Honeſty;“ who have Virtues, that operate 
with little ſplendour, but much effect, upon the Community; 
and ſeem to be our ſhield, as far as man can be ſo, whenever 
divine Judgments are impending over us. 


But 


But as ths good, which may be truly ſpoken of us; is cer- 
tainly far from being a full counterbalance to our ſins, there 
remains, after every comfort, too much reaſon for the humi- 
liation of this day, in order to obtain the Mercy, moſt de- 
voutly to be wiſhed and prayed for, by Perſons of all Opinions 5 
and Denominations, Reſtoration of Peace and Union to the N 
Britiſh Ow 


Sue to our Arme, is always the laudable With and Prayer 
of every friend to his country. But the moſt favourable Events 
of War are never deſirable for their own. ſake. It is for the | 
ſake of Peace, the ultimate Object of War, that conſiderate 
men receive, with joyful Acclamations, the news of a Vic- 
tory, eſpecially over a people, whom we wiſh to > Preſerve and | 
reconcile. ny 
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We are clerefore concern i in point of Humanity, of Chee 
tian Charity, and, if I may venture ſo far out of my Province 
before this great Aſſembly, we are concerned in point of true 
Policy, to beſeech that Almighty Being, in whoſe diſpoſal the 
hearts of all men are, to turn the hearts and minds of our de- 

luded fellow - ſubjects, that they may * follow after the things. 

e that make for peace,” and inſtead of endeavouring to ſtrength- 
en the hands of Men, whoſe Deſigns cannot be executed with- 
out the Ruin of their country, return for Protection to the 
Power, to which it naturally belongs to protect and defend 
every part of the Empire, and the Power, from which every 
part can moſt effectually receive Protection and Defence. 


The 


. HEE [ 16 1 
The radical Injury, which the det State has received 
from thoſe Colonies, is that of being ſuſpected of meditating 
abſolute Dominion over them. Our Conſtitution, both reli- 
gious and civil, abhors the idea; and the ſeveral branches of 
the Legiſlature have this day ſolemnly diſavowed it, by unit- 
ing with the whole Kingdom in Prayer to Almighty God for 


better objects, for the Re-eſtabliſhment of Peace and Good-will, 


of Subordination and free ne in n America. ; 


bY is a 2 pacific Prayer, for « our  fellow-ſubjets there a are 
reply intereſted to join 2 


May they W open ate minds to receive the Hogs. 
- fits of it! May the good work of this day ſoon take effect, in 
putting an end to all mutual Animoſities! May © Ephraim” * 
no longer be ſuppoſed to & envy Judah, nor Judah to vex 
„ Ephraim!“ May all parts of this great Empire ſtrive againſt 
each other in zealous Efforts to promote the Proſperity of the 
whole, under the Illuſtrious Houſe at the head of it! And in or- 
der thereto, may it become a Public Object, to revive the Spirit 
of true Religion, that beſt Principle of Action, which never 
excited, never fomented an unneceſſary civil Conteſt; and whoſe 
ſalutary influence muſt viſibly decline amidſt the Licence of 


War, and be entirely obſtructed by the unchriſtian Malevolence, 


which diſtinguiſhes, weakens, and finally ſubverts a Kingdom 
divided againſt itſelf ! 


0 Iſa. xi. 13. 
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